TABLE 2. Mongol thangkas (paintings and prints) depicting Boudhanath

No.

Image

Description

Paintings depicting Boudhanath
1

19th c.
72 x 109 cm
Mongolia?
The golden stupa stands under a rainbow in a
beautiful landscape with trees and ponds. It has a
three-tiered base and four small stupas on the first
and third terraces. A dark green stairway leads to
the aṇḍ a.

cf. Fig. 17; Fleming and
Shastri (2011, 1: cat. 435)
Zanabazar Museum of
Fine Arts, Ulaanbaatar, no.
8125–2968

2

Iconography:
– Aṇḍ a: Eleven-Faced Mahākarunika
Avalokiteśvara;
– Below the aṇḍ a: Small niches containing Mañjuśrī
and eleven buddhas
– First terrace: Two pavilions with images of
Vajrapā ṇi (left) and four-armed Avalokiteśvara
(right)
– Above the stupa: Offering goddesses pouring
nectar of immortality or holding canopies
– On both sides of the stupa: Amitāyus, White
Tārā, the Eight Auspicious Jewels, and the Seven
Symbols of the cakravartin

19th c.
45.09 x 36.83 cm
Buryatia?
Although stylistically different, this thangka is very
similar to no. 1. The stupa is a golden color.
Iconography: Same as no. 1

http://www.himalayanart.
org/items/660
Rubin Museum of Art, New
York, acc. #F1998.16.2

No.

Image

Description
19th c.
22.23 x 16.19 cm
Buryatia
Embroidered thangka. Boudhanath stands under
a pointed ogival rainbow on a blue background
and surrounded by four smaller stupas and two
temples. On the reverse is a long Tibetan text.
Czaja (2015) gives a detailed description and
translation of the text.

3

http://www.himalayanart.
org/image.cfm/1087.html;
Czaja (2015, 94–95 and
fig. 11)
Rubin Museum of Art, New
York, acc. #P1997.26.3

4

18th c. (?)
56 x 37 cm
Buryatia
Similar to no. 9. The dominant colors are yellow and
two shades of blue.
Iconography: Same as no. 9, but there are no labels
below the lamas and deities.

Ashencaen and Leonov (1996,
pl. 9)
Spink Collection, Russia

No.

Image

Description
Early 19th c.
Unknown
Buryatia
The ogival rainbow is similar to no. 3, but the trees,
ponds, and animals are comparable to nos. 1 and
2.

5

Czaja (2015, fig. 13, from
Bongard-Levin [2003, pl.
404])

Unknown

6

Iconography:
– Aṇḍ a: Eleven-Faced Avalokiteśvara;
– Below the aṇḍ a: Small niches containing six
buddhas plus Mañjuśrī
– First terrace: Two pavilions with images of fourarmed Avalokiteśvara (left) and Vajrapā ṇi (right)
– Above the stupa: Mañjuśrī, Amitāyus, and
offering deities in clouds
– On both sides of the stupa: Green and White
Tārās

19th c. or early 20th c.
50.3 x 36 cm
Mongolia?
The golden stupa is on the same model as nos. 1
and 2, but is elevated on a high Sumeru-type
pedestal decorated with rows of jewels and a red
carpet or tapestry with golden motifs at its center.
The beautiful landscape includes two trees with
huge peaches and a pond with waterbirds in an
enclosure.
Mongolyn burkhany
shashnintny töv
Gandantegchenlin khiid
(2015, 123)
Gandan Monastery,
Ulaanbaatar

Iconography:
– Aṇḍ a: Eleven-Faced Avalokiteśvara
– Below the aṇḍ a: Small niches containing twelve
buddhas
– First terrace: Two pavilions with images of fourarmed Avalokiteśvara (right) and Vajrapā ṇi (left)
- Above the stupa: Mañjuśrī, a lama, and offering
deities in clouds
- On both sides of the stupa: Amitābha (?) and
White Tārā (?), the Eight Auspicious Jewels, and
the Seven Symbols of the cakravartin

No.

Image

Description
19th c. or early 20th c.
36 x 30.4 cm
Mongolia?
The general shape of the stupa is similar to no. 1.

7

Mongolyn burkhany
shashnintny töv
Gandantegchenlin khiid
(2015, 125)
Gandan Monastery,
Ulaanbaatar

8

Iconography:
– Aṇḍ a: Eleven-Faced Avalokiteśvara is depicted in a
red niche/opening with scroll motifs
– Below the aṇḍ a: Small niches containing seven
buddhas;
– First terrace: Two pavilions with images of a red
lama (Padmasambhava?) and a white bodhisattva
(Tārā?)
– Above the stupa: Offering deities in clouds
– On both sides of the stupa: Two nāgas in a water
pond offering a cintāmaṇi, and the Green and
White Tārās in medallions

19th c.
32 x 22 cm
Mongolia?
The aṇḍ a looks like the frame of a large niche
enshrining Uṣṇ īṣavijayā.

Narantuya and Shur (2010,
cat. 22)
Collection of Gansukh
Sodnom, Ulaanbaatar

Iconography:
– Aṇḍ a: Three-faced, eight-armed Uṣṇ īṣavijayā
– First terrace: No deities are shown in the two
pavilions
– Above the stupa: Śākyamuni with two disciples
and Tsong kha pa with two disciples
– On both sides of the stupa: Amitāyus and White
Tārā

No.

Image

Description

Xylograph prints from Buryatia depicting Boudhanath
9

19th c. or early 20th c.
Unknown
Aga datsan, Buryatia
Large colored print. Boudhanath is depicted under
a rainbow. The hemispherical aṇḍ a is decorated
with kīrtimukha motifs, or horned lion faces and
garlands of jewels. It is accessible by central stairs
with geometrical motifs and a ramp decorated
with a dragon. The long Tibetan inscription is
provided in Appendix 2.

Photo by Isabelle Charleux
Private collection of Michel
Tournet, France

Iconography:
– Aṇḍ a: Eleven-Faced Avalokiteśvara
– Ten buddhas plus Amitāyus and Mañjuśrī appear
in the lower part of the aṇḍ a
– First terrace: Two pavilions with a conical (left)
and curved (right) roof
– Above the stupa: Three lamas and three female
deities identified by inscriptions: “bTsong[sic]
kha pa la na mo,” “Pan chen la na mo,” and “Da la
rin po che la na mo”—Homage to Tsong kha pa,
to the Panchen (Lama), and to the Dalai (Lama)
Rinpoche—on the left; “gDug [gDugs] dkar la na
mo,” “sGrol ma dkar,” “sGrol ljang”—Homage to
Sitātapatrā, White Tārā, and Green Tārā—on the
right, and the Eight Auspicious Jewels.

No.

Image

Description
19th c. or early 20th c.
Unknown
Aga datsan, Buryatia
Uncolored print with a text: same xylographic
matrix as no. 9.

10

Iconography: Same as no. 9.

Chandra (2008, 188)
Unknown

11

19th c. or early 20th c.
56 x 37 cm
Buryatia
Colored print similar to no. 9 but without the text
below.
Iconography: Same as no. 9.

Ashencaen and Leonov (1996,
pl. 10)
Spink Collection, Russia

No.

Image

Description
19th c. or early 20th c.
Unknown
Buryatia
Colored print that seems to use the same matrix as
no. 11.

12

Iconography: Same as no. 9.

Czaja (2015, fig. 12 and
detailed description on p. 95,
from Bongard-Levin 2003,
pl. 403)
Unknown

13

20th c.
Unknown
Buryatia

Czaja (2015, fig. 14, from
Bongard-Levin 2003, pl. 402)
Unknown

Same shape as that of the rebuilt Jarung khashar of Khejenge Monastery. The hemispherical aṇḍ a is decorated with kīrtimukha motifs
and garlands of jewels. Ten small stupas are
depicted on two lower terraces. Mongolian
inscription (transcribed and translated in
Czaja 2015, 96, 96n59).

No.

Image

Description

Prints depicting a bottle-shaped Tibetan stupa with Avalokiteśvara
14

19th c.
51 x 49 cm
Mongolia
Bottle-shaped stupa surrounded by four stupas. A
Tibetan text in the lower part gives a brief history
of Boudhanath stupa (see detailed description and
translation of the text in Czaja [2015, 92–93]).
Iconography:
– Aṇḍ a: Eleven-Faced Avalokiteśvara
– First terrace: Two pavilions are inscribed with the
names “Padmasambhava” and “sPyan ras gzigs”
(Avalokiteśvara), with their mantras written on
the side of each pavilion
– On the lowest terrace: Mantras of Amitāyus,
“Mongolian Art Collections
Śākyamuni, Green Tārā, Kālacakra, Vajrapā ṇi,
– The Hans Leder Collection”
White
Tārā, and Mārīcī
(http://www.moncol.
net/mongolia/museum/
itemdetailview/id/4228)
Völkerkundemuseum vPST
Heidelberg, Inv. no. 34072
(Leder Collection)

No.

Image

Description
19th c.
48.5 x 28.5 cm
Mongolia
Same xylographic matrix as no. 14.

15

“Mongolian Art Collections
– The Collection” (http://
www.moncol.net/mongolia/
museum/itemdetailview/
id/3998; Czaja (2015, fig. 10,
92–93)
Völkerkundemuseum vPST
Heidelberg/ ÖAW, Inv. Nr.:
33689 (Leder Collection)

16

19th c. or early 20th c.
Unknown
Mongolia
Same xylographic matrix as no. 14.

Photo by Isabelle Charleux
Private collection of Michel
Tournet, France

No.

Image

Description
19th c. or early 20th c.
Unknown
Mongolia
Xylograph print. Same “family” as nos. 14, 15, and
16, but with a larger pointed central niche and
Tibetan and Lantsa texts on the terraces. On
either side of the stupa are Mañjuśrī (left) and a
protector deity (right).

17

Pürevbat (2005, 365)
Private collection of Pürevbat?

18

19th c.
46 x 32 cm
Mongolia
Colored print. The Tibetan-style stupa with mantras
in Lantsa on the terraces and spire is identified as
Boudhanath stupa by Olaf Czaja.
Iconography:
– Aṇḍ a: Eleven-Faced Avalokiteśvara
– Below and on both sides of the stupa: Nine deities
Czaja (2013, 48, fig. III/19)
Grassi Museum für
Völkerkunde zu Leipzig, inv.
no. 3444 (Leder Collection).
Photo by Jan Seifert

No.

Image

Description
19th c.
47 x 34 cm
Mongolia
Colored print.

19

Iconography: Same as no. 18.

Czaja (2013, 48, fig. III/20)
Grassi Museum für
Völkerkunde zu Leipzig, inv.
no. 11263 (Leder Collection).
Photo by Jan Seifert

20

19th c.
ca. 80 x 45 cm.
Colored print.
Iconography: Same as no. 18.

Czaja (2013, 48, fig. III/21)
Linden-Museum Stuttgart,
State Ethnology Museum, inv.
no. 23934 (Leder Collection)

No.

Image

Description

Prints depicting Boudhanath with other stupas
21

19th c.
9.6 x 7.9 cm
Mongolia
Miniature thangka.

Meinert (2011, cat. 129)
German private collection

22

Photo by Isabelle Charleux
Private collection of Michel
Tournet, France

Iconography:
– Upper register: Boudhanath stupa and the stupa
of Enlightenment on each side of Ṣaḍak ṣarī
Avalokiteśvara. The three-tiered terraces of
Boudhanath are clearly visible
– Central register: Guhyasādhana Lokeśvara in
yab yum (sexual union representing the union of
wisdom and compassion) with his consort in the
center
– Lower register: Sitātapatrā flanked by a blue
garuḍ a (legendary bird-like creature) and Tsi’u
dmar po (?)

19th c. or early 20th c.
Unknown
Mongolia?
Print depicting three stupas identified by
inscriptions: “’Phags pa shing kun mchod rten”
(Swayambhunath) in the middle, “’Bras spungs
mchod rten” (stupa of Dhānyakaṭaka) on the left,
and “Bya rung kha shor” (Boudhanath) on the
right. Boudhanath has no eyes, and its harmikā
is decorated with the same crown as that of
Swayambhunath. In the foreground are the five
Mongol “muzzles” (camels, yaks and cows, horses,
sheep, and goats).

No.

Image

Description
19th c. or early 20th c.
Unknown
Mongolia?
Same block as no. 11.

23

Pürevbat (2005, 366)
Private collection of Pürevbat?

24

Photo by Vladimir Uspensky
Private collection, Russia

19th c. or early 20th c.
Unknown
Aga datsan, Buryatia
Print depicting a big stupa surrounded by two stupas
with inscriptions: “’Phags pa shing kun mchod
rten” (Swayambhunath) on the left and “sTag mo
lus sbyin” (the Stupa of the Offering of the Body
to the Tigress) on the right. The central stupa has
no inscription but is identified as Boudhanath in
the prayer below. Swayambhunath is recognizable
with its small shrines and the lateral śikharas
(rising towers).
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